
Figure 1:   Safflower Production by Country: 2000
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Production:

Safflower is a broadleaf crop originally
grown for its flowers which were used to
make red and yellow dyes for food and
clothing.  Currently safflower is grown
primarily for oil and birdseed. 

India, the United States, and Mexico are
the leading producers of safflower grown
for both seed and oil.  India led in both
products by producing 41 percent of all
safflower grown for oil, and 53 percent of
all safflower grown for seed in 2000
(Figure 1).  World production has
generally increased throughout the 1990's
(Figure 2).  U.S. production peaked in
1994 at 0.30 mmt (Figure 3).  Current
U.S. production is approximate 0.17 mmt.

Production Practices:

Safflower is a durable crop, able to
withstand drought and hail damage once
branches have developed.  The taproot can
extend 8 to 10 feet into the surface allowing
it to use the soil moisture efficiently and
utilize nitrogen existing deep beneath the
surface.  However, the best yields are
produced on irrigated lands.    

Safflower is grown in areas with less then 15
inches of growing season precipitation.  It
can tolerate temperatures as low as 20/F in
the rosette stage.  However, the crop is
sensitive to frost once stems become
elongated.
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Figure 2:  World Safflower Production: 
1991-2000
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Figure 2:  U.S. Safflower Production: 1991-
2000
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Whil
e safflower is a good rotation crop for small grains, it is vulnerable
to residual of broadleaf herbicides used on small grains earlier in
the rotation. Safflower can withstand a soil pH of 6, and has
approximately the same tolerance to salinity as barley.

 Consumption:

There are two types of safflower; one is high in linoleic acid. 
Linoleic acid is believed to lower cholesterol and reduce heart
disease compared to other oils with high fat content.  High linoleic
acid safflower is used in manufacturing paints and other surface
coatings, primarily for lighter colors, as safflower oil will not
yellow with aging.  After oil is extracted, a high protein meal is left
behind suitable for livestock consumption.  Livestock have also
been known to graze on safflower fields and stubble following
harvest. 

Imports and Exports:

Japan is the major importer of safflower seed accounting for 60
percent of all imports, and 29 percent of oilseeds (Table 1).       

Table 1: World Safflower Imports, 2000

Safflower Imports  Metric Tons Share of World
Japan           55,189 34.53%
Egypt           30,909 19.34%
United States           29,035 18.17%
World         159,811 100.00%

The U.S. dominates exports in both oil and seed markets by
shipping 35 percent of total oilseed exports, and 54 percent of all
seed exports (Table 2).  Mexico is a close second in oilseed exports
with 34 percent of total exports, but is nearly non-existent for seed
exports.  

Table 2:  World Flaxseed Exports, 2000

Safflower Exports  Metric Tons Share of World
United States           47,817 38.46%
Mexico           34,843 28.03%
Netherlands           22,725 18.28%
World         124,315 100.00%
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