
Figure 1:  Sunflower Oilseed Production by Country: 
2000
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Production:

Because sunflowers are a versatile crop 
adapts to a variety of conditions, it is
produced in a number of countries. 
While Argentina was the largest producer
of seed and oilseed, no single country
dominates production (Figure 1).  World
sunflower production has generally
increased since 1993 (Figure 2). 
Although somewhat variable, U.S.
production averaged approximately 2
mmt in the 1990s (Figure 3).

Production Practices:

Sunflowers are a resilient crop able to
grow in a variety of conditions and soils. 
Sunflowers are tolerant to low and high

temperatures, and can be grown
productively at temperatures ranging from
64/F to 91/F, various soils from sands to
clay, and can handle pH levels of 5.7 to 8. 
While it has a deep taproot, penetrating
6.5 into the ground, and sprawling surface
roots, it is not an efficient user of water,
nor is it particularly drought tolerant.  The
long taproot does aid the plant during
water stress, but it is critical for
sunflowers to have adequate moisture 20
days prior to, and 20 days following the
flowering stage.  Lack of moisture during
this period will significantly lower yields
and oil content of the seed.
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Figure 2:  World Sunflower Production: 1991-
2000
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Figure 3:  U.S. Sunflower Production: 1991-
2000
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Consumption:

Sunflower has three primary uses:  as a snack food, as birdseed,
and as oil with the resulting meal used as a substitute for soybean
meal.  In 2000 the oilseed crop was 2½ times larger then the seed
crop.  Currently, sunflower oil is used in some diesel fuels, and
contains 93 percent of the energy in U.S. Number 2 diesel fuel. 
Considerable work is underway to explore the further use of
sunflower oil in other diesel fuels, and if successful, will provide
future marketing opportunities for producers. 

Imports and Exports:

Much like sunflower production, sunflower imports are spread over
many countries with India being the largest importer at 11 percent
of all imports (Table 1). 

Table 1: World Sunflower Imports, 2000

Sunflower Imports  Metric Tons Share of World
India         400,000 10.94%
Netherlands         265,131 7.25%
Spain         221,389 6.05%
United States           16,630 0.45%
World      3,657,486 100.00%

As the largest producer of sunflower seed and oil, Argentina also
holds a significant advantage in oilseed exports capturing 35
percent of the market in 2000 (Table 2).  While the United States 
is the second largest exporter of sunflowers, its share of exports is
only 10 percent of the oilseed market, and 12 percent of all seed
exports.

Table 2: World Sunflower Exports, 2000

Sunflower Exports  Metric Tons Share of World
Argentina      1,096,444 35.45%
United States         333,280 10.78%
France         278,168 8.99%
Ukraine         204,036 6.60%
World      3,092,808 100.00%
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