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Production:

Grain sorghum is ideal for the hot dry
climate conditions found in the High
Plains region of the United States. While
sorghum is used as feed for livestock in
the United States, worldwide it is a food
grain suitable for human consumption
and has been widely adopted in Africa
and Asia where conditions are too hot
and dry for growing corn.

The United States is the world’s leading
producer of sorghum, accounting for 20
percent of total production in 2000
(Figure 1). Other major sorghum
producers include India, Nigeria, and
Mexico, producing 16 percent, 13
percent, and 11 percent of the world’s
total output respectively.

Although significant world production
increases occurred in 1992 and 1996,
world production has generally ranged
from 55 to 60 mmt (Figure 2). The United
States produces about 600 million bushels
annually (Figure 3).

Figure 1: Sorghum Production by Country: 2000
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Figure 2: World Sorghum Production: 1991-
2000
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Consumption:

Sorghum is a close substitute for corn as it has more protein and fat
than corn, but is lower in vitamin A. Sorghum has 90 to 100
percent the feed value of corn on a per pound basis. Livestock also
find sorghum palatable, although it should be cracked or rolled
prior to feeding to cattle to improve digestion. U.S. consumption
ranged from 300 to 500 million bushels in the 1990's. (Figure 3).

Imports and Exports:

Over 90 countries import sorghum, of which Mexico is the largest
accounting for 53 percent of all imports. Japan is also a major
importer (29 percent) (Table 1).

Table 1: World Sorghum Imports, 2000

Sorghum Imports Metric Tons Share of World
Mexico 456,881 52.75%
Japan 254,440 29.38%
Spain 40,373 4.66%
United States 73 0.01%
World 866,083 100.00%

Million Bushels

1000

Figure 2: U.S. Sorghum Production and Domestic
Use: 1990-1999
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In addition to being the world’s largest producer, the United States
is also the world’s largest exporter accounting for 78 percent of
total exports in 2000 (Table 2).

Table 2: World Sorghum Exports, 2000

Sorghum Exports Metric Tons Share of World
United States 555,354 77.73%
Argentina 46,434 6.50%
Australia 39,375 5.51%
France 31,719 4.44%
World 714,475 100.00%
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