The Pacific Northwest Grain Marketing Database

User's Guide
The Pacific Northwest Grain Marketing Database is a collection of historical price series covering key historical cash and futures grain prices for the major grains produced and marketed in the Pacific Northwest. The database is contained in a set of  five Microsoft Excel worksheets consisting of the Abstract and User's Guide, hyper-linked Table of Contents, Cash Price Histories, Futures Price Histories and Pacific Northwest Cash Price Basis Table.  Relationships between various prices, such as corn versus barley or soft white wheat versus soft red winter can be studied by using Excel Spreadsheet formulae to calculate and chart the patterns.  A basic understanding of the use of the Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet is required to use the data to it's maximum effectiveness. 

The table of contents has been "hyper-linked" to ease travel to and from chosen data series by clicking on the highlighted item next to it's description. To return to the table of contents just click on the "back" button in the upper left hand corner of the worksheet.  Each price series has a brief description of it's location, quantity (hundredweight, bushel or ton), time period available and in some cases various quality measures, i.e. protein levels. The data itself is "protected", against accidental modification or erasure, but this does not preclude adding any desired formula which "reads" the price data.

The Pacific Northwest Cash Price Basis Table consists of the amounts taken off of "Coast" price for -- locations in Washington, -- locations in Oregon and -- locations in Idaho. The figures are commonly accepted adjustments from Portland and were received from merchandizers trading in each location in an early summer time frame. They are nominal only - for the purposes of estimating local "net flat price" and checking current price relationships compared to "normal". While it has not in the past been common practice in the Pacific Northwest to adjust basis often, the basis figures in this table are subject to constant change without notice according to local supply and demand conditions, freight rates, etcetera. The table is not to be taken as hard price information.  

Cash Price Histories:

* Corn cash delivered Portland daily spot price, prices in hundredweight (cwt), 60#

   bushels and 2000# ton;  July 1987 - March 1999. 

* Barley cash delivered Portland daily spot price, prices in hundredweight (cwt), 48#    bushels and 2000# ton; July 1987 - March 1999

* Soft White wheat cash delivered Portland daily spot price in 60# bushels; January 1980 -    July

   1999.    

* Hard Red Spring (HRS)/Dark Northern Spring (DNS) wheat cash delivered Portland

   daily spot price for 13%, 14% and 15% protein grades in 60# bushels; January 1980 -

   July 1999.

* Hard Red Winter (HRW) wheat cash delivered Portland daily spot price for

   11% protein grade in 60# bushels; January 1980 - July 1999.

* Soft White wheat cash delivered Walla Walla, Washington daily spot price in 60#    bushels; January 1989 - April 1999.

Futures Price Histories:

* Chicago Board of Trade Soft Red Winter (SRW) wheat futures daily "perpetual"

* Kansas City Board of Trade Hard Red Winter (HRW) wheat futures daily "perpetual"

* Minneapolis Grain Exchange Hard Red Spring(HRS)/Dark Northern Spring (DNS)

   wheat futures daily "perpetual"; January 1987 - July 1999.

* Soft White Wheat futures daily "perpetual" (continuous nearest futures contract) traded at

   Minneapolis Grain Exchange based on Portland, Oregon delivery specifications; January

   1987 - July 1999.

* Winnipeg Commodity Exchange Western Barley futures daily "perpetual" quoted in

   Canadian dollars per metric tonne based on delivery to Winnipeg, Canada elevators;

   October 1990 - July 1999.

* Chicago Mercantile Exchange Canadian Dollar Cash Index daily continuous quoted in

   U.S. dollars ($US)  per Canadian dollar ($C) for conversion of barley and canola quotes

    into $US; January 1987 - July 1999. 

* Chicago Board of Trade corn futures daily "perpetual"; January 1987 - July 1999.

The Pacific Northwest Cash Price Basis Table - commonly accepted amount per location taken off of "coast" price per bushel of soft white wheat and per hundredweight (cwt) of barley. (subject to change without notice).

All of the data collected in this table is derived from sources believed to be reliable, but there can be no assurance that it is accurate or complete. It is intended to be of value in the identification of tendencies and relationships and not for the calculation of actual prices. There are certain gaps in some of the data series which are due to gaps in the original sources or to technical adjustments necessary in the creation of the present form of this database. 

